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Definition
 What does “clutch hitting” actually mean?

 “Clutch usually is defined as the extent that players change 
their performance, for better or worse, in high leverage 
situations. High leverage situations are the most critical 
moments in games, based on number of runners on base, 
the score, the number of outs, and the inning of the game” 
(Sabermetrics, 2012) 



For and Against 
 Very debatable topic

 Tom Ruane experiment from Retrosheet

 Russell Carlton experiment from foxsports



MLB vs College Data
 SABR reccomendation

 Sample variances

 Data issues with webster data

 “Where the concept may exist there is not enough data and 
where there is enough data there is not the presence of the 
concept.”



Experiment
 Extracted clutch and non-clutch situations from Webster 

data

 Used R to compute averages for each situation

 Compared clutch and non-clutch average to overall average

 If clutch exists, there should be a significant difference



Results
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